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TO MV 3 
Much Reſpected Friends, 
TRE 


INHABITANTS ofthe Pariſh 
f EALING 0 


Gentlemen, | | 
„O his Diſcourſe was never intended for 
Ws 5 the Preſs, and I am fenfible of many De- 
F en, 225 
7e, io go along with it, pet the many and 

RSS 27:2: Favours I have receiv d from you, 
particular Candaur with which you beard. it; 

and which, I am perſuaded, will accompany your 
reading it, have prevailed upon me to comply with 
your Requeſt in printing it. And I have been the ra- 
ther induced to follow your Fudgment than my own in 
this particular, as you were pleas d to think it might 
be more uſeful, if it was to come into the hands of thoſe 
(for whom my hearty Defire to God is, that they may 
be ſaved) whereby they might have an opportunity of 
confidering it better than they poſſibly could do in a 
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tramſient Hearing. And if by reading it at their 
leiſure, and weighing it more fully than otherwiſe they 
would do, it ſhould happily prove a means under God 
of frrengthning and confirming any in the Ways of 
Righteouſneſs, it will then obtain the End for which 
ou defired its Publication, and which would not have 


been decent for me to have denied. 


Upon this Motive I have. ventured to offer it to You. 
with all its Imperfeftions, and wou'd willingly hope, 
that it will not forfeit, upon the Reading, that good 
Opinion, which | you were pleas d to entertain of it upon 
the Preaching. However, it is a ſufficient Satisfaction 
to me, that you have judg'd it worthy your Peruſal; 
and. every ingenuous Reader will allow, that I muſt 
have been wanting in my Duty to thoſe, who were ſo 
many Years under my Care, if at parting I had let 
go any Opportunity of benefiting their Souls: Which 
that this Diſcourſe may do, and that it may anſwer 
the pious Ends, for which you defired it might appear- 
in the world, is the hearty Prayer of, E BY 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your Moſt Affectionate Friend, 
and Obliged Humble Servant, 


Rog BRT PALMER-. 
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Ez ERK IEL xviith Chap. 24th Ver. 


But when the Righteous turneth away from his Righ- 
Teoiſſneſs and committeth Iniquity, and doth accord- 
ing to all the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, 
ſhall he live? All his Righteouſneſs that he hath done 
ſhall not be mentioned, in his Treſpaſs that he hath 
treſpaſſed, and in his Sin that he hath finned, in 
. them ſhall he die. 


HE Prophet Exzekie/ in ſome Verſes pre- 
ceding my Text, is vindicating God from 


L>$ the Imputation of Injuſtice, in laying the 


Puniſhment of the Fathers Sins upon their 
innocent Children ; and in order to this, 
declares peremptorily in the Name of God, 
the Soul that finneth, it ſhall die; that the Son ſhall 
not bear the Iniquity of the Father, neither fhall the 
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| Farber bear the Iniquity of the Son; the Righteouſneſs 
| | of the Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the I ickednejs 
| of the Wicked ſhall be upon him, ver. 20. But then im- 
| mediately, that he might be encouraged to repent, the 
Prophet aſſures him, that if he will turm from all his 
| | irs that he hath committed, and keep all the Statutes 
| of God, and do that which is lawful and right, he ſhall 
| ſurely live, he ſhall not die. And that ta Righteous, 
on the other hand, might not preſume too much upon 
his Righteouſneſs, and think it impoſſible ever to loſe 
| God's Favour, and Life eternal, the Prophet declares 
| to him no leſs plainly, that when he turneth away from 
| bis Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, and doth 
according to all the Abominations that the Wicked doth, 
he ſhall not live : All his Righteouſneſs that he hath done 
ſhall not be mentioned, in his Treſpaſs that he hath tre- 
paſſed, and in his Sin that he hath fined, in them ſoall 
he die. ver. 24. 


Wherefore in theſe Words is contained, you ſee, one 
neceſſary Qualification of our Obedience, to make it 
acceptable to God, namely, that it be laſting and per- 
ſevering, that we live and die in it. For it is declared, 
| that whenever the righteous Man, 1. e. one who lives in 
Obedience to the Commands of God, and in the ge 

neral Courſe of a good Life, and by ſo doing is in 15 
State of Grace and Favour with God, when ſuch an one 


ſhall fall off from his R ena and go into any 


wicked 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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wicked Courſe, he ſhall certainly die in his Iniquity, 
as other wicked Men do. The Goodneſs of his former 
Life ſhall avail him nothing : it ſhall not be remem- 
bred to his advantage at that day, when he muſt give 
an account of himſelf to God. He can continue no 
longer in God's favour, than he continues in Obe- 
dience to him; and when he falls from the one, he falls 
at the ſame time, and by the ſame means, from the 
other alſo : So that how good ſoever he had been for- 
merly, and how much ſoever he had wrought Righ- 
teouſneſs, he ſhall not be at all the better for it, 
unleſs his Lord, when he cometh, fhall find him ſo 
doing. 4 


But before I proceed to make good this, which the 
Text expreſsly declares to us, I think it will not be 
improper to remark one thing as evidently implied 
in it, namely, that it is poſſible for a rigbreous Man, 
i. e. one in a State of Holineſs and Acceptance with 
God, to fall away from that State, and continue impe- 
nitent to the laſt, and finally miſs of his Salvation. For 


the Prophet's Threatning, that if the righteous Man falls 


off from his Righteouſneſs, he ſhall periſh in it, does 
manifeſtly contain this Implication, that it is poſſible 
for him to fall from it. For if ſuch a Caſe was not 
poſſible, we can't imagine the Prophet would ſuppoſe 
it, and make fuch a folemn Declaration as he here 
does, concerning the final State and Condition of thoſe 

| B 2 to 
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[to whom it ſhould happen. And tis in vain to pre- 
| tend, that ſuch Perſons, to whom this falling away is 
| ſuppoſed to happen, had not received true Grace, and 
were never in a State of Acceptance and Juſtification : 
| for they are not only called zhe Righteous, but in that 
Lit is declared of them, that becauſe of their rurning 
| from: their Righteouſneſs, they ſhall ſurely die, it is plain- 
ly ſuppoſed, that if they had not turned from it, but 
| 1 in it, they ſhould have lived. 


hut it may perhaps ho objected, that though under 
che Diſpenſation of the Law, when the Prophet made 
this — a Man might fall from a State of Grace 
and Juſtification; yet it is otherwiſe under the Diſpen- 
| fation of the Goſpel and the Chriſtian Covenant: That 
| it is the Nature and Conſtitution of this Covenant, that 
a State of Holineſs and Acceptance with -God, when 
once attained to, can never be loſt ; that the Grace 
of God is now more powerful upon the Hearts of Men 
to keep them from falling from him ; and that the 
Prayers of Chriſt in Heaven, where he for ever liv- 
eth to make Interceſſion for us, that our Faith may not 
% cannot miſs of their Effect: And therefore, tho 
it were true that a perfectly righteous Man, and one 
who had attained to a State of Grace and true Holineſs 
under the Law, might fall from that State, it will not 
follow from hence, that he may do ſo under the Goſpel 
| alſo. 
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Now in anſwer to this, it need not be diſputed how 
great advantages we Chriſtians have of perſevering in 
Goodneſs, above the Jews, upon the account of the 
more plentiful Effuſions of God's Grace, and Chriſt's 
Interceſſion in Heaven for us. We do readily allow, 
that upon theſe accounts, as well as others, our Conti- 
nuance in Well-doing, and Perſeverance in true Holi- 
neſs is more eaſy to us, than theirs was to them. But 
this does not come up to the Point in queſtion, which is 
not whether the Means and Advantages of Perſeverance, 
under the Covenant of the Goſpel, are more ſtrong and 
efficacious: than thoſe under the Law, but whether they 
are ſuch as cannot poſſibly fail of that Effect; which 
no body, I think, who is converſant in Scripture or in 
Hiſtory, will aſſert. Even the Grace of God, as pow- 
erful as it is under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, may be 
reſiſted and rendred ineffectual through the Perverſe- 
neſs and Obſtinacy of Men: And as for the Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt in Heaven, that too may be in vain, 
through their careleſſneſs, and their not concurring 
with that Grace which he obtains for them. In ſhort, 
Men if they pleaſe may diſappoint and fruſtrate the moſt 
powerful Means that God has inſtituted for their Sal- 
vation; and it is true in a chriſtian, what was at firſt 
ſaid in a moral Senſe only, that God has provided no 
Remedy for their Obſtinacy. 
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I confeſs, indeed, the Grace of God may be more 
| eaſily reſiſted before a Man is brought over from a 
Life of Sin, than afterwards, when he has entred upon 

a religious Courſe ; and the longer he has continued in 
| ſuch a Courſe, fe more likely will he be to perſevere 

in it. But notwithſtanding this, there is no abſolute 

Certainty of his Perſeverance whilſt he lives in this 
World. The Apoſtle St. Paul himſelf had not ſurely 
| this abſolute Certainty of his Perſeverance, and final 
| Salvation, when he ſpeaks thus of himſelf ; I keep un- 
l der my Body, and bring it into Subjection, left that by 


any means, when I have preached to others, I myſelf 


| ſhould be a Caſtaway. 1 Cor. ch. . ver. 27. The Apo- 
ſtle, at the time he thus ſpake, will be allowed, I pre- 

| fume, to be in a regenerate State, and entitled to Sal- 
ö vation; yet he was not, you ſee, abſolutely and in- 
1 certain of it for all that. He very well knew 
he was not as yet out of the Power and Reach of all 

| Tempration nor ever ſhould be, while he continued 
in this World. He might be brought, for ought he 
7 ny to deny his Maſter, or to do many things con- 
trary to his Will; ſo that he found himſelf obliged to 
watch and faſt, to keep under his Body, and bring it 
into Subjection; to practiſe great Severities upon him- 
ſelf, left through the Allurements of the World, or 
vet greater Dithculties to be withſtood, the Perſecutions 
of it for Righteouſneſs /ole, he ſhould be drawn from hig 
| Duty 
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Duty, and finally miſcarry. And if ſo great an Apo- 
ſtle was not abſolutely ſure of his perſevering, but 
might poſſibly mils of his Salvation, we cannot wonder 
he ſhould write to other Chriſtians in fuch a manner, as 
plainly ſuppoſes, that they too, even the beſt of them, 


might miſcarry. 


This inſpired Author to the Hebrews obſerves, (Heb. 6. 
ver. 4, 5.) It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once en- 
lightned, and have tafted the heavenly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 
good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
by which is ſignified the Goſpel-Age, F they ſhall fall 
away, to renew them again unto Repentance : Which 
evidently ſuppoſes, that thoſe here deſcribed, (and by 
the Deſcription of them, it plainly appears they were in 
a State of Grace and Acceptance) might fall away, and 
that finally, ſo as never afterwards to be recovered. And 
is not the ſame implied in thoſe frequent Exhortations we 
meet with in the Goſpel, to Per/everance in the Grace 
of God ? which would be extremely improper, not to 
* AFfay unbecoming the Spirit of Wiſdom, if Men could 
not fall from that Grace; and if it really was, as ſome 

; pretend it is, the very Nature and Conſtitution of the 
Goſpel-Covenant, that none who have once attained to 
kT and are in a State of Salvation, can poſſibly mils 
Or I. 
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And now having ſettled this Point, that it is poſſi- 
ple for a rigbteous Man, in the Words of the Prophet, 
Ito fall from his Righteouſneſs, and commit Iniquity, and 
% according to all the Abeminations that the wicked 
we doth ; 1 ſhall proceed to a ſecond : 


2. Which is to ſhew the Danger and fatal Conſequen- 

ces of fuch Apoſtacy and Relapſe : and theſe are, the 

certain Loſs: of the Favour of God, and eternal Damna- 
tion; ſo that let his Righteouſneſs heretofore have been 
what it will, let his Obedience have been ever ſo 

| exact, let him have done ever ſo much in God's Ser- 

N vice, it will be of no account in the ſight of God, nor 
ntribute any thing to his 1 


For if we conſider the Terms off the Goſpel-Cove- 
| nant, we ſhall find them to be theſe, that God will 
f beſtow upon us eternal Happineſs and Salvation, pro- 
# vided we yield Obedience to his Laws, and continue 
the fame all the Days of our Lives. 1f ye continue in 
ny Word, ſays our Saviour to thoſe Fews which believed 
en bim, conſtantly practiſe my Commands, then are e 
y Diſciples indeed, (John 8. 3 1.) And St. Paul tells us, 
ve muſt 4y patient ee in well-doing, ſeek 
Vr Glory and Immortality, if we defire to inherit eter- 
| nal Lifs Rom. 2. 7. And the ſame Apoſtle aſſures us 

in the Name of God, that if any Man draw back, his 
Soul 


falling from GRACE. 9 
Soul ſball have no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10. 38. 
Which is a figurative way of Expreſſion, and im- 
ports thus much, that a Man by falling off from his 
Obedience to the Laws of God, not only forfeits his 
Favour, but incurs his higheſt Diſpleaſure likewiſe, 
and makes himſelf liable to all the fad Effects of it. 
And the ſame is implied in that Exhortation of the 
Spirit of God to the Angel or Biſhop of the Church 
in Smyrna, Rev. 2. part of ver. 10. Be thou faithful 
unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life : 
For in this Affirmative, the Negative is included 
and ſuppoſed, that he will not give the Crown of 
Life, to thoſe who are not faithful unto Death. 


I) here is an excellent and lively Repreſentation of 
the deſperateneſs of the Condition of thoſe Men, 
who fall off from Goodneſs, given us by our 
bleſſed Saviour in the Parable of the ten Virgins. 
There were ten Virgins took their Lamps, and went 
forth to meet the Bridegroom, and frve of them were 
wiſe, and five of them were fooliſh, Mat. 25. v. 1, 2. 
Even the fooliſh Virgins had their Lamps once light- 
ed, by which is meant, they had made a ſolemn 
XZ Profeſſion of Faith in Baptiſm, and brought forth 
Fruits anſwerable to it, by living in the Exerciſe of 
all thoſe Virtues and Graces to which that Profeſſion 
obliges them. But their Lamps, it ſeems, went out 


before the Bridegroom's coming. They either de- 
ſerted 
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ſerted their Profeſſion, . or lived in a manner unfuita- 
ble to it, and let go all their former Goodneſs, and 
the Conſequence of this was, they were ſhut out 
with this afflicting Sentence, I know you not, ver. 1 2. 
As our Bleſſed Saviour has fram'd this Parable, it is 
contriv'd, you ſee, as much to the advantage of the 
fooliſh Virgins as can well be : for it repreſents them 
to have had their Lamps burning for a long time, 
1. e. to have livd ſuitably to their Profeſſion, tho' 
not to the end, yet very near it, and to be ſhut out 


for no other reaſon, but for want of continuing con- 


ſtant in it a little longer. 


By this we are ſufficiently inſtructed, that thoſe, 
who having once trodden in the ways of Godlineſs, 
ſhall afterwards forſake them, will not be at all ad- 
vantaged by their former Godlineſs, but ſhut out of 
the Kingdom of Heaven as certainly as thoſe who 
have never known or walked in them. Nay, ſhou'd 
I fay that their former Goodneſs will be fo {ir from 
pleading their Excuſe, and mitigating their Puniſh- 
ment, that it will rather aggravate their Crime, and 
increaſe their Condemnation, I ſhou'd fay no more 
than what the Scriptures themſelves teach us : St. Pe- 
ter declares very plainly, that if after Men have ef- 
caped the Polliutions of the World, thro the Know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they are 
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 

is 
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is worſe with them than the beginning. Much better 
had it been for them not to have known the way of 
Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy Commandment delivered unto them, 
2 Pet. 2. v. 20, 21. They by deſerting their former 
Goodneſs will be diſpoſed to fall into greater Wicked- 
neſs, and bring upon themſelves a greater degree of 
Guilt, and by conſequence a more heavy and ſeverer 


Puniſhment. 


Having thus briefly ſhewn, that when any Perſon 
turns from his Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, 
he does thereby incur the loſs of God's Favour and 
eternal Damnation ; and that all his Righteouſneſs he 
hath done ſhall not be mentioned, or be of any avail to 


fave him from the Puniſhment due to ſuch Apoſtacy, 
it may be proper, 


3. To ſhew in the third place, the Juſtice of Al- 
mighty God in thus proceeding with him. 


And that I think will appear very evident, if we 
conſider what it is to apoſtatize from Goodneſs ; it is 
to be ſorry for it, and to repent of it. And when 
Men repent of their being good, it is but juſt that 
Almighty God ſhou'd repent likewiſe of that Good 
he deſign'd for them. As on the one hand God has 
promis d to beſtow Life and eternal Happineſs upon 

C 2 all 
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all fuch as repent them truly of their former Sins, 
and turn to him; ſo on the other, he has threatned 
Death and final Deſtruction to all that turn away 
from him ; and there is in truth the ſame Juſtice 
and Equity in both Caſes : For as a Man's Amend- 
ment and Reformation is a kind of undoing all he 
had done amiſs before, and God is pleaſed in his Grace 
and Goodneſs to accept of it as ſuch; ſo is his Degene- 
racy and Apoſtacy a kind of undoing all he had done 
well before, and God will ſo eſteem of it. It is to renounce 
his former Goodneſs; and can we think fit that God 
ſhould reward Men for that which they have renounced, 
and repent themſelves that they had ever done? 


Beſides, tis impoſſible in the nature of the thing, 
that one who has revolted, and died in a State of 
Apoſtacy from God, ſhou'd ever be happy in ano- 
ther World. So that if we cou'd ſuppoſe ſuch an 
one to be taken into Heaven, it wou'd not be Hea- 
ven to him, but a moſt melancholy and diſconſolate 
Place ; becauſe he carries along with him fuch a 
frame and diſpoſition of mind, as makes him inca- 


pable of enjoying that in which the Happineſs of 
Heaven does conſiſt. 


Iis certain there can be no Happineſs in another 
World, without a likeneſs to God in the temper and 
diſpoſition of our minds; for Happineſs here con- 
ſiſts in the enjoying God, which none can do, that 

are 
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are not Partakers of the divine Mature to a certain 
degree; not thoſe, we may be ſure, that leave this 
World, and are tranſlated into another in ſo great 
a Depravation of Mind, and ſuch a monſtrous Alie- 
nation from God and Goodneſs, as Apoſtacy ſuppo- 
ſes, or does neceſſarily produce. Tis therefore im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe, that a Man dying in a wicked 
State ſhall be receiv'd into Heaven for his former 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe by dying in. that State, he 
makes himſelf unfit for it. He is not fo much ex- 
cluded from Happineſs by the Terms and Conditions 
of the Goſpel-Covenant, as he excludes himſelf from 
it, by rendering himſelf incapable of it by his Sin 
and Folly. God does not make any miſerable that 
can be happy. If any Man turns to God he ſhall 
be happy, becauſe by ſuch a Change he makes him- 
ſelf capable of being ſo : But he who turns from 
him, and falls from a courſe of Goodneſs into a 
courſe of Sin, and dies in it, muſt be miſerable for 
ever ; becauſe he has loſt thoſe virtuous and holy 
Diſpoſitions, which are neceſſary to make him hap- 
py.. For tho' all the Glories of the other World 
were let in upon him, he cou'd not be the happier 
for them, becauſe the State of his Soul is ſuch, as 
makes him incapable of receiving them. 


Tis therefore juſt and reaſonable, and even neceſ- 
ſary, that good and righteous Men, when they for- 
lake their Righteouſneſs, and commit Iniquity, and 
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.been wicked all their Lives long. 
inclined to think they have tried Religion, and don't 
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do according to all the Abominations that the wicked 
do, ſhou'd have the Fate and Condemnation of the 
Wicked; nor can it ſeem harſh and unreaſonable, > 
that their Condemnation ſhou'd be ſo much the 
er, to thoſe who conſider the great Miſchief that 
is done to Religion by their Back-{liding and Apo- 
ſtacy. 


There is nothing ſo much diſparages and reflects 
upon Religion, nothing ſo much diſcourages Men 
from the Practice of it, as to ſee thoſe who were 
formerly eminent and exemplary in Goodneſs to fall 
off from it. The Example of ſuch Men is much 
more fatal and pernicious, than of thoſe who have 
It makes Men 


like it, and have not found that high Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction in it, which Men are taught to expect 
from it; which is to give a moſt wretched Character 
of Religion, as failing upon Tryal and Experiment, 
and lay in the ways of Men a mighty Diſcourage- 
ment to undertake it. Since therefore the falling 
away of good Men brings ſuch a Scandal and Diſ- 
credit upon Religion, and is of ſuch bad Influence 
towards the diſcouraging others from purſuing it, it 
very well deſerves to have a ſeverer Puniſhment in- 
Aided on it. And I may alſo add, that thoſe who 
have once apoſtatized from Goodneſs, are obſerved 
. for 
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for the moſt part to grow more obſtinately and de- 
ſperately wicked than other People, and upon that 


account alſo a more dreadful Condemnation is due 
to them. 


Thus I have ſhewn that it is poſſible for one in a 
State of Grace to fall away from that State ; and 
made it appear, that the certain Conſequence of ſuch 
falling away will be his eternal Condemnation, and 
vindicated the Juſtice of Almighty God in thus deal- 
ing with him. 


Give me leave now to make a proper Application 
of the foregoing Conſiderations, and ſo conclude. And, 


I. The Conſideration of the Poſlibility of falling 
from Grace may help to check a vain and preſump- 


tuous Thought which is apt to ariſe in the Minds of 


ſome People, that as they apprehend themſelves to 
be at preſent in a State of Grace, they cannot fall 
from it, and miſs of their Salvation. This, as I 
ſaid, is a vain and preſumptuous Thought, and 
proves oftentimes of very pernicious Conſequence. 
For the very Imagination that they cannot fall, is 
the Occaſion of their falling, by tempting them to 
neglect themſelves, to lay aſide their Care and 
Watchfulneſs, and expoſe themſelves to Dangers 


and Temptations which prove too hard for them. 
I 2. Ano- 
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2. Another Uſe which I would make of the fore- 
going Conſiderations concerning the Danger and 
fatal Conſequences of Mens turning away from God, 
is to excite their Care and Diligence, to watch a- 
gainſt all degrees of Apoſtacy, and whatever ap- 
proaches near, or has any tendency towards it. It 
is not uſual for Men to relapſe from a courſe of 
Goodneſs into a quite contrary one, at once and on 
à ſudden. They do not commonly fall from Grace 
any more than they attain to it in an Inſtant. But 
we may obſerve them for the moſt part to degenerate 
inſenſibly, to fall away from one degree of Good- 
neſs after another, till they go over at laſt to the ſide 
of Vice, and become as corrupt and wicked as any 
others are. And if this be the way by which Men 
generally fall from Goodneſs, then it concerns them 
W mightily to look well to their Doings, and not ſuffer 
themſelves to go backwards ſo much as one ſtep in 
the ways of Virtue and Religion, which may be very 
hazardous to their Souls, and end fatally. 


For when Men once go backwards in the buſineſs 

W of Religion, no one can tell where they may be able 
co make a ſtand. It will be natural for them to be- 
come every day worſe and worſe, to be led on im- 
perceptibly from one length of Wickedneſs to ano- 
ther, till they become totally degenerate, and fitted 
for Deſtruction. Let 
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Let us then, ny Beloved, take heed to our ways, 
and uſe our utmoſt Diligence not to decline in our 
ſpiritual State and Condition; but as far as may be, 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. If we find in ourſelves | 
any Abatement of our Affections towards God, if we 
find our good and holy Reſolutions beginning to de- 
cay, if we perceive ourſelves to grow more negligent 
of any Duty, and more careleſs and remiſs in any of 
the Offices of Religion ; we are then certainly in a 
relapſing State, and have need to double our Dili- 
gence, that we may recover, and renew in ourſelves 
whatever has been thus, by the Fraud and Malice of 
the Devil, or by our own carnal Will and Frailneſs, 
decay'd in us; leſt by neglecting ourſelves, and de- 
generating more and more, we come at laſt to ſettle 
in a State of Wickedneſs, and to be hardned thro' the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and fo forteit the Recompence of 


all our former Goodneſs. 


To prevent which, let me intreat you, Brethren, 
to call to mind all thoſe Diſſuaſives from Sin and 
Wickedneſs, all thoſe Exhortations to Piety and 
Goodneſs, which I have thro' the Courſe of my Mi- 
niſtry with you, with leſs Art and Eloquence, but 
great Faithfulneſs and Truth, laid plain before you. 
As it is the Duty of thoſe who are entruſted with the 
Word and Sacraments, to repreſent to Men the whole 
Will and Counſel of God, to point out to them the 
ſtrait Paths in which they ſhou'd go, and the crooked 
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ones Which they ſhou'd avoid; ſo it has been my 
| particularCare and Endeavour to inſtruct you in every 


| | thing relating to the Kingdom of Heaven, to keep 


back nothing from you that might be profitable for 
Doctrine, for Reprocf, for Correctiom and Inſtruction in 
= Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfected, 
= thoroughly furniſh d to every good Word and Work. 


x: 


The Word which I have found in the Book of 
God, that Word I have always preach'd unto you; 
and I do mow once mere in God's Name declare it 
unto you, to wit, That if Sinners do not turn from 
their evil ways, they ſhall ſurely die in their Iniquities : 

the Sword of God's Vengeance will one day come up- 


8 on them, and their Blood ſhall be upon their own 
2 heads; but that even now if they return from their 


Sins, and henceforward do that which is lawful and 
right, they ſhall ſurely live, they ſhall not die. 


Let this laſt, this hearty and undiſſembled Decla- 
ration of one who has a real Concern for your Souls, 
and who hath had as many Teſtimonies as he could 
expect, more than he could claim of your Good-will 
to him, prevail upon you to live as becometh thoſe 
who are the Redeemed of the Lord, to have your 
Converſation according to his Goſpel, and make you 
fruitful in all the Works of Righteouſneſs. As to 
thoſe who have long trodden the Paths of Virtue and 
Holineſs, and have walked in all the Commandments 
and Ordinances of the Lord blamelęſe, many of whom 
l with pleaſure obſerve to be here preſent, I earneſtly 


beſeech all ſuch for their own ſakes, and for the fake 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who laid down his Life that 


he might redeem ws, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 
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People zealous of Good Works, not to depart from the 
good way in which they have walked, buttogoon chear- 
fully and ſteadily in all the Paths of Virtue and Righ- 
teouſneſs, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, preſſing 
towards the Mark for the Prize of their high Callin Fl 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, till they come in the Unity i: e 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God unto a 

erfeft Man, unto the meaſure of the Stature of the 


Fulneſs of Chriſt 


You have heard from God's own mouth, and I 
repeat it again to you, that if the Righteous turn away 


from his Righteouſneſs, he ſhall not live; and our Sa- 


viour himſelf has plainly told you, 20 Man having 


put his hand to the Plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the Kingdom of Heaven; beware therefore of every 


Temptation that may allure or withdraw you from 
your Duty, and conſider the great Reward promiſed to 
ſuch, and fuch only who continue faithful unto Death. 


You are well apprized of the unhappy Fate of the 
fooliſh Virgins, whoſe Oil was all expended before 
the Bridegroom's coming ; let it be your great Care to 
have your Lamps always burning, to be in a con- 
ſtant readineſs to meet your Lord at what Hour ſo- 
ever he ſhall come; and by that habitual Preparation for 
Death, not to loſe the Recompence of a well-ſpent Life. 
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to Walk in all well-pleaſing before the Lord, and to 

arſue thoſe-things that are good and acceptable in 
his ſight, and which make for your everlaſting Peace. 
Let me therefore beſeech you, by the Mercies of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of your 
Faith, and Integrity to the end, and not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to grow faint or weary in well-doing, and 
thereby forfeit the Reward of all your good Actions, 
for lack of Conftancy and Perſeverance in them: but 
as the Apoſtle exhorts, with which I ſhall conclude, 
by patient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, 
and Honour, and Immortality. 


And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
zo the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you up, 
to eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you in every good Word 
and Work, that at the end of your Days you may attain 
the End of your Hopes, even the Salvation of your 
precious and immortal Souls. 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, for the 
Sake, and thro' the Interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus, 
our only Saviour and Redeemer. To whom 
with the Father and the Bleſſed Spirit, three 
Perſons, but one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion, now and for evermore. Amen, 
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Let us then, ny Beloved, take heed to our ways, 
and uſe our utmoſt Diligence not to decline in our 
ſpiritual State and Condition; but as far as may be, 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. If we find in ourſelves 
any Abatement of our Affections towards God, if we 
find our good and holy Reſolutions beginning to de- 
cay, if we perceive ourſelves to grow more negligent 
of any Duty, and more careleſs and remiſs in any of 
the Offices of Religion ; we are then certainly in a 
relapſing State, and have need to double our Dili- 
gence, that we may recover, and renew in ourſelyes 
whatever has been thus, by the Fraud and Malice of 
the Devil, or by our own carnal Will and Frailneſs, 
decay'd in us; leſt by neglecting ourſelves, and de- 
generating more and more, we come at laſt to ſettle 
in a State of Wickedneſs, and to be hardned thro the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and ſo forfeit the Recompence of 
all our former Goodneſs. 


To prevent which, let me intreat you, Brethren, 
to call to mind all thoſe Diſſuaſives from Sin and 
Wickedneſs, all thoſe Exhortations to Piety and 
Goodneſs, which I have thro' the Courſe of my Mi- 
niſtry with you, with leſs Art and Eloquence, but 
great Faithfulneſs and Truth, laid plain before you. 
As it is the Duty of thoſe who are entruſted with the 
Word and Sacraments, to repreſent to Men the whole 
Will and Counſel of God, to point out to them the 
ſtrait Paths in which they ſhou'd go, and the crooked 
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ones which they ſhou'd avoid; ſo it has been my 
particular Care and Endeavour to inſtruct you in every 
thing relating to the Kingdom of Heaven, to keep 
back nothing from you that might be profitable for 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction and Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfefted, 
thoroughly furniſb d to every good Word and Work. 


The Word which 1 have found in the Book of 


God, that Word I have always preach'd unto you ; 
and I do now once mere in God's Name declare it 
unto you, to wit, That if Sinners do not turn from 


their evil ways, they ſhall ſurely die in their Iniquities © ; ; 


the Sword of God's Vengeance will one day come up- 
on them, and their Blood ſhall be upon their own 
heads ; but that even now if they return from their 


Sins, and henceforward do that which is lawful and 


right, they ſhall ſurely live, they ſhall not die. 


Let this laſt, this hearty and undiſſembled Decla- 
ration of one who has a real Concern for your Souls, 
and who hath had as many Teſtimonies as he could 
expect, more than he could claim of your Good-wil! 
to him, prevail upon you to live as becometh thoſe 

who are the Redeemed of the Lord, to have your | 1 
Converſation according to his Goſpel, and make you 2 
fruitful in all the Works of Righteouſneſs. As to 
thoſe who have long trodden the Paths of Virtue and 
Holineſs, and have walked in all the Commandments 


and Ordinances of the Lord blamelgſe, many of whom il 


I with pleaſure obſerve to be here preſent, I earneſtly 
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beſeech all ſuch for their own ſakes, and for the fake 
of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who laid down his Life that 
he might redeem us, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 
People zealous of Good Wh orks, not to depart from the 
good way in which they have walked, but togo on chear- 
fully and ſteadily in all the Paths of Virtue and Righ- 
teouſneſs, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, preſſing 
towards the Mark for the Prize of their high Callin FA 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, till they come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God unto a 
perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the Stature of the 


Fulneſs of Chriſt. 


You have heard from God's own mouth, and I 
repeat it again to you, that if the Righteous turn away 
from his Righteouſneſs, he ſhall not tive 3 and our Sa- 
viour himſelf has plainly told you, zo Man having 
put his hand to the Plough, and looking back, is fit for 


the Kingdom of Heaven; beware therefore of every 
Temptation that may allure or withdraw you from 


your Duty, and conſider the great Reward promiſed to 
ſuch, and ſuch only who continue faithful unto Death. 


You are well apprized of the unhappy Fate of the 
fooliſh Virgins, whoſe Oil was all expended before 
the Bridegroom's coming ; let it be your great Care to 
have your Lamps always burning, to be in a con- 
ſtant readineſs to meet your Lord at what Hour ſo- 
ever he ſhall come; and by that habitual Preparation for 
Death, not to loſe theRecompence of a well- ſpent Life. 
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do walk in all well-pleaſing before the Lord, and to 
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pure thoſe things that are good and acceptable in 
Wh Ts fight, and which make for your everlaſting Peace. 
Det me therefore beſeech you, by the Mercies of God 
„ Cbriſt Jeſus, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of your 
Faith, and Integrity to the end, and not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to grow faint or weary in well-doing, and 
# thereby forfeit the Reward of all your good Actions, 
for lack of Conſtancy and Perſeverance in them : but 
as the Apoſtle exhorts, with which I ſhall conclude, 
5 patient Continuance in well-doing, [eek for Glory, 
and Honour, and Immortality. 


And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
Wk Zo the Nord of his Grace, which is able to build you up, 
WI to eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you in cvery good Word 
and Work, that at the end of your Days you may attain 
che End of your Hopes, even the Salvation of your 
precious and immortal Souls. 


Which God of his infinite Mate "500 for the 
Sake, and thro the Interceſſorr of Chriſt Jeſus, 
our only Saviour and Redeemer. To whom 
with the Father and the Bleſſed Spirit, three 
Perſons, but one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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